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O
ver the last three or 
four years, I  have 
been wrestling with 

this concept of greatness 
in God’s eyes. How can we 
throw off false humility and 
fully embrace God-given 
desires and dreams that bring 
honor and glory to His name? 
In my journey, I’ve stayed up 
late, pondered, read, and—
much like Jim Collins (in his 
book Good to Great) began 
to notice in his research with 
successful businesses—I’ve 
begun to observe that great 
Christians have certain prac-
tices in common. As I have 
surveyed the lives of great 
men and women of faith, I 
have noticed certain patterns 
that I consider to be valid 
evidence of the difference 
between an ordinary and an 
extraordinary Christian life. 
When I see the practices iden-
tified in this study in a Chris-
tian’s life, the result is almost 
always a rare level of maturity 
and fruitfulness. Conversely, 
when I don’t see these prac-
tices in a person’s life, the 
result is almost always medi-
ocrity. This pattern flows out 

of numerous examples from 
Scripture, church history, and 
current experience. Christians 
who develop these practices 
with the right motivation are 
powerfully used by God for 
His glory.

God invites you to be a 
wo r l d - c h a n g i n g ,  k i n g -
dom-shaping Christian. The 
desire to be great was planted 
in your heart by the One 
Who made you. But desires 
remain only desires if there’s 
no follow-through, no plan to 
accomplish them. I hope and 
pray that this study will serve 
as a blueprint for building the 
life God has designed you for 
and for fulfilling your highest 
desires. Most of all, I hope and 
pray that you will be fully sat-
isfied in your quest to become 
great—in God’s eyes.

Chip Ingram

Excerpted from Good to Great in 
God’s Eyes: Ten Practices Great Chris-
tians Have in Common. 
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 ྲ Be courteous. People hold strong opinions. The way 
they live their lives is very “personal.” Spirited dis-
cussion is great. Disrespect and attack is not. When 
there is disagreement, focus on the issue, and never 
turn the discussion into a personal attack.

 ྲ Be focused. Stay on topic. Help the group explore the 
subject at hand, and try to save unrelated questions 
or stories for afterwards.

 ྲ Be careful not to dominate. Be aware of the amount 
of talking you are doing in proportion to the rest of 
the group, and make space for others to speak.

 ྲ Be a learner. Stay sensitive to what God might be 
wanting to teach you through the lesson, as well as 
through what others have to say. Focus more on your 
own growth rather than making a point or winning 
an argument.

Live It Out • B.I.O.
BIO is a word that is synonymous with “life.” Found in 
those 3 simple letters B.I.O. is the key to helping you 
become the person God wants you to be. 

B:  COME BEFORE GOD DAILY. To meet with Him per-
sonally through His Word and prayer to enjoy His 
presence, receive His direction, and follow His will.

I:  DO LIFE IN COMMUNITY WEEKLY. Structuring your 
week to personally connect in safe relationships that 
provide love, support, transparency, challenge, and 
accountability.

O:  BE ON MISSION 24/7. Cultivating a mindset to “live 
out” Jesus’ love for others through acts of sacrifice 
and service at home, work, play, and church.

Listed below are the segments you will experience each 
week as well as some hints for getting the most out of this 
experience. If you are leading the group, you will find some 
additional help and coaching beginning on page 138.

Take It In (Watch the Video)
It is important for us to get “before God” and submit ourselves 
to His truth. During this section you will watch the video teach-
ing by Chip. He will introduce each session with a personal word 
to the group followed by the teaching portion of the video. At 
the end of the teaching segment, Chip will wrap up the session 
and help the group dive into discussion.

A teaching outline with fill-ins is provided for each session. As 
you follow along, write down questions or insights that you can 
share during the discussion time.

Even though most of the verses will appear on the screen and in 
your notes, it is a great idea to bring your own Bible each week. 
It will allow you to make notes in your own Bible and find other 
passages that might be relevant to that week’s study.

Talk It Over 
We not only grow by listening to God’s Word, but we grow “in 
community.” The friendship and insights of those in the group 
will enrich your small group experience. Several discussion 
questions are provided for your group to further engage the 
teaching content. Keep the following guidelines in mind for 
having a healthy group discussion.

 ྲ Be involved. Jump in and share your thoughts. Your ideas 
are important, and you have a perspective that is unique and 
can benefit the other group members.

 ྲ Be a good listener. Value what others are sharing. Seek to 
really understand the perspective of others in your group 
and don’t be afraid to ask follow-up questions.
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Accelerate (20 minutes that turn 
concepts into convictions)

Inspiration comes from hearing God’s 
Word; motivation grows by discussing 
God’s Word; transformation occurs 
when you study it for yourself.

If you want to “accelerate” your growth, a short Bible 
study is provided that you can do at home each week. 
Our convictions become even stronger when we dig 
into Scripture and discover truth for ourselves. To help 
you get the most out of this exercise, consider part-
nering up with somebody in your group who will also 
commit to do the assignment this week. Then, after you 
have each done the assignment, agree to spend 10-15 
minutes by phone to share what you learned and what 
you are applying.
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the 
good 
to 
great 
book
Throughout this video series 
Chip will make reference to 
his book on this same topic, 
also called Good to Great in 
God’s Eyes. This video series 
really is an overview and a 
condensed version of the 
Good to Great book.

If you would like a more 
thorough look at these 
topics, the Good to Great in 
God’s Eyes book would be 
an excellent companion tool 
for this video series. To order 
go to livingontheedge.org/
group-studies.

However, it is not necessary 
to purchase the book in order 
to use this video series. 
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Talk It Over
1.  How did you learn to think 

in your family? How did 
your family shape the way 
you think? For example, did 
your family tend toward 
being negative? Did you 
watch a lot of TV? Were 
you a “reading” family? How 
important was Scripture?

2. What kinds of things do you 
spend a lot of time think-
ing about? How would you 
describe your mental diet?
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Take It In (Watch the Video)

If you want to be first, be a servant.

PRACTICE #1… THINK GREAT THOUGHTS.

 ྲ The Power of Your Thoughts

• Who you are today is where 
your thoughts have brought 
you. Who you’re going to 
be tomorrow is where your 
thoughts will take you.

• The engine of change is in 
your thinking. Behavior is 
what follows your thinking.

 ྲ Carefully Manage Your  
Mental Diet

• The most important decision 
you make each days is… what 
you allow to go into your mind 
and what you do with what 
you think about.

• The key is to evaluate what you are putting into your mind.

• You gravitate toward whatever goes into your mind.

• As we change our minds, God changes us.

• You and I are the products of our thought lives. 

Finally, 
brethren, whatever 
is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever 
is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever 
is of good repute, 
if there is any 
excellence and if 
anything worthy 
of praise, dwell on 
these things.  
Philippians 4:8 
(NASB)



3. In Colossians 3:2 (NIV) Paul 
says, “Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly 
things.” Practically speak-
ing, what does it look like 
for you to “set your mind on 
things above?”

4. What is one lie (from your 
past or from the worldly cul-
ture) you have been believ-
ing? What is the truth (the 
opposite of the lie) that you 
need to declare and think 
about?

5. What one practical change 
could you make that 
would help you think great 
thoughts?

Set your minds on 
things above, not 
on earthly things.

Colossians 3:2 (NIV)
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Live It Out • B.I.O.
BIO is a word that is synonymous with “life.” Found in 
those 3 simple letters B.I.O. is the key to helping you 
become the person God wants you to be. 

B:  COME BEFORE GOD DAILY. To meet with Him per-
sonally through His Word and prayer to enjoy His 
presence, receive His direction, and follow His will.

I:  DO LIFE IN COMMUNITY WEEKLY. Structuring 
your week to personally connect in safe relation-
ships that provide love, support, transparency, 
challenge, and accountability.

O:  BE ON MISSION 24/7. Cultivating a mindset to “live 
out” Jesus’ love for others through acts of sacrifice 
and service at home, work, play, and church.

Come Before God
Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if 
anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 
 Philippians 4:8 (NASB)

6. What word or phrase most jumps out at you as something 
you need to work on? Why?

Do Life in Community
7. What are you allowing or putting into your mind that isn’t 

helpful? 

 How could this group support you or hold you accountable 
in your journey to “think great thoughts”?

Be On Mission
8. Why is this topic so important when it comes to sharing our 

faith in the Gospel and living out our faith?
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Homework 
assignment

Get some 3x5 
cards and create 
your own set of 
“Desire Cards.” 
Write down your 
honest desires in a 
few areas and then 
begin to review 
those cards each 
day as a reminder 
and a prayer.

24 25think great thoughts



Accelerate (20 minutes 
that turn concepts into convictions)

Inspiration comes from hearing God’s 
Word; motivation grows by discussing 
God’s Word; transformation occurs 
when you study it for yourself.

If you want to “accelerate” your growth, a short Bible 
study is provided that you can do at home each week. 
Our convictions become even stronger when we dig 
into Scripture and discover truth for ourselves. To help 
you get the most out of this exercise, consider part-
nering up with somebody in your group who will also 
commit to do the assignment this week. Then, after 
you have each done the assignment, agree to spend 
10-15 minutes by phone to share what you learned and 
what you are applying.

Come Before God
1. Slowly and carefully read the following passage from  

Colossians 3.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also 
will appear with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly 
nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of 
God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life 
you once lived. But now you must also rid yourselves of all 
such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy 
language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you 
have taken off your old self with its practices and have put 
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 
the image of its Creator. Colossian 3:1-10 (NIV)

2. Go through the passage and underline every word that is a 
“thinking” or “desire” word.

3. In verse 3 Paul says, “For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God.” What does this truth have to do 
with my thought life?
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4. In verse 5 Paul talks about putting to death the things 
that characterized our old life (before Christ). In verse 10 
Paul says that we have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in the knowledge of God. What are a couple of 
ways you can practically put to death the old life and what 
are a couple of ways you can put on the new self?

5. This week memorize Philippians 4:8 (NIV) which says Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, what-
ever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things.

Do Life in Community
6. This week get together with a trusted friend and hon-

estly share with them where you struggle the most in your 
thought life. Ask for their support and ask them to check in 
with you regularly to see how you are doing. Pray together 
asking for God’s help in this area.

Be On Mission
7. One day this week, find a spot where you can focus on 

God’s beauty and creation. Consider the glory and majesty 
of God’s creative activity. As you do so, take your Bible with 
you and reflect on the words of Psalm 19:1-6.

Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever 
is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever 
is admirable—if 
anything is excellent 
or praiseworthy—think 
about such things.
Philippians 4:8 (NIV)
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