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Chapter 1 
WHY IT’S GENIUS 
TO BE GENEROUS

I
’m not sure where I got the idea, but until my mid-20s, I thought 

generosity was something reserved for people who were either very rich 

or very holy. Growing up in a middle class family in central Ohio, I knew 

I was neither.

Now don’t get me wrong. I knew that being selfish was completely 

unacceptable. But generosity in my young mind was reserved for another 

day—like when I win the lottery or make it to the major leagues or own 

my own business. Sharing, kindness, being fair, and appearing relatively 

generous were all values I embraced and sought to practice, but genuine, 

open-handed, even lavish generosity was something for the rich and the 

ultra-virtuous.

In my mind, generosity required a lot of things I knew I didn’t have, like a 

big bank account and an even bigger heart for God and others. Generosity 

seemed like a characteristic you might try to develop someday when the 

chips fall your way and you have some extra to spread around. It was like 

Christianity’s grad school. Besides, I was having a pretty hard time just 
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making ends meet. I thought of the Christian life as a bit like being in the 

military in those days. I joined the army of God to fulfill a mission as day  

by day I sought to follow Christ. To me, generosity was reserved for “the 

few, the proud, the Marines.” It might be a great thing to aspire to, but 

certainly not something within the grasp of a very ordinary Christ-follower 

like myself.

But that all changed when I met a man named John Saville. I would learn 

then that generosity has little or nothing to do with how much money 

you have or how far along you perceive yourself to be on your spiritual 

journey. In fact, I was shocked to learn that being generous has much more 

to do with being smart, shrewd, wise, and deliriously happy. In a word, I 

discovered that generosity is genius!

John savIlle and the secret pact
I met John in the first church I pastored in rural Texas. I was a young, 

inexperienced pastor with a lot of zeal and not much wisdom. John, by 

contrast, was an elderly man who came to Christ late in life and had suffered 

some pretty hard knocks along the way. We had absolutely nothing in 

common except that he was the chairman of the elders and I was the new 

pastor of this not-so-thriving church of 35 people in a town of 3,500.

To be candid, I thought John was a little kooky at first. He had simple 

answers for my “complex” questions; he quoted Galatians 2:20 or Oswald 

Chambers as the answer to almost everything. On top of that, he said “praise 

the Lord” a lot, which was very uncool in my mind. And he drove a Cadillac, 

which caused me to question his spiritual maturity. I mean, how can you 

really love God and have nice stuff? That didn’t make sense to me.

John wasn’t up on sports, pop culture, or church growth. I was in my late 

20s, and he was in his mid 70s. There was absolutely no reason for John 

and I to see each other except for a once a month elders meeting, let alone 

become best friends—apart from the genius of generosity.

One day John asked me drive into Dallas to have lunch with him at the 

downtown accounting firm he owned. He told me to wear a tie because the 

restaurant required it. I’ll never forget how intimidated I was as I traveled 

up the glass building’s elevator to his wood-paneled reception area. My 

middle-class roots were being deeply challenged as we dined on the top floor 

overlooking all of Dallas. It was a world I had never experienced, and John 

seemed particularly thrilled to treat me to the best he could offer and insist 

that I get the filet—“best steak around,” he assured me.

Toward the end of lunch, this grand old man pulled a small white box from 

his coat pocket and told me he had a proposition that he wanted me to 

consider. He called it a business deal of sorts. Not a business deal to make 

money, but a business deal to give it away. I will never forget John’s three-

point outline as he laid out what he called our “Secret Pact”:

1. I have a desire to help poor and hurting people.

2. You are in contact with poor and hurting people daily.

3. I want you to be my eyes and ears and help them as  

God leads you.

With that, John reached into the box, pulled out a brown checkbook, and 

handed it to me. As I opened it, I saw the words “pastor’s discretionary 

fund” neatly printed on the front. The deposit ledger in the back had a five 

and three zeros neatly printed in the far right column. I looked up at this 

loving, kooky man and said, “Do you mean you want me to figure out who 

to help and then help them the way you would if you saw the situation,  

Mr. Saville?”

John smiled and said, “That’s exactly what I want you to do Chip!”

Five thousand dollars, five thousand dollars … My head was swimming as 

I repeated that number over and over riding down the elevator to get in my 

old non-air-conditioned-car in the 98-degree Dallas summer heat. John had 

sworn me to secrecy, and thus began a series of divine lessons that only later 

would I recognize as the genius of generosity.
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an uneXpected adventure
John’s idea was intriguing, and the cause was inspiring. But I was a little 

overwhelmed at first. What if I chose to give to the wrong people or for the 

wrong reasons? How much should I give in each situation? How would I 

figure out which cases were legitimate and which ones weren’t? It felt like 

a lot of pressure, and I was nervous. But over time, it got easier and it got 

to be fun. Each day as I prepared to leave the house, I put my wallet in one 

back pocket and John’s checkbook in the other. I started to feel like Santa 

Claus every day of the year, wondering who God wanted to help with John’s 

money. It turned into an exciting adventure. 

Three things happened in my life as a result of this deal, and all of them 

had major impact. First, rarely a day went by that I didn’t think about John 

Saville. Whenever I encountered someone in need—a young girl dealing 

with an unplanned pregnancy and preparing for a baby, or a family at 

church whose funds had completely run dry—I had to try to see through 

John’s eyes. I was constantly asking 

myself, “What would John do in this 

situation? How would he spend his 

money here?”  

 

John and I had known each other for 

over a year because of our roles at 

church, but our paths only crossed 

once a week at church. I had rarely 

spent time thinking about John—

until our deal. Then, I found myself 

thinking about him multiple times a day, wondering how he would feel 

about certain situations and how he would respond to them. Over the next 

few months, I felt a lot closer to him than I ever had.

The second thing that happened was that I quickly learned how to balance 

a checkbook. I had never been particularly careful about my own. In fact, 

when I first got married, my idea of balancing a checkbook was to have a 

pretty close estimate of what the bank said I had. I didn’t have much, so that 

wasn’t really a problem. My wife had to explain that coming up with a sum 

that was within $20 or $30 of the bank’s figures wasn’t good enough. But 

that was with my money. Now that I was handling John’s money, I had to 

be ready for him to ask me how things were going. I would have to give an 

account. There was no way I could face him if I had gotten a couple hundred 

dollars off track over time. I learned how to be faithful pretty quickly.

Third, John and I became great friends. He never made me feel like his 

errand boy. Every few months, he would invite me into Dallas for lunch—

and not the kind of lunch I was used to. This was no fast-food combo meal 

or daily special at the local diner. This was a celebration. 

So I would meet John at his office, and we would take the elevator up to the 

top floor of his skyscraper where you could see all of Dallas while you ate. 

The restaurant staff would greet him by name and give us menus with no 

prices on them. Waiters with white towels over their arms would come take 

our order and meet every need down to the tiniest details. And John would 

prompt me to indulge: “The filet is great here. Want to try it—and maybe 

some lobster with it?” He would remind me that God had been good to  

him and that he wanted to give me the best lunch possible. We were there  

to celebrate. So three or four times a year, John would buy me an 

extravagant meal and I would tell him extravagant stories of how God  

had used his money.

After we got through talking about the pregnant teenagers and unemployed 

families and unpaid medical bills and down-and-outers who needed 

a helping hand—story after story after story—John would utter an 

uncomfortably loud “praise the Lord” and then, with a twinkle in his eye, 

say, “Let’s do it again!” And he would fill up the discretionary account with 

some more funds and we’d start the cycle all over again. It was one of the 

wildest experiences I’ve ever had.

Do you see what happened? This “deal” or partnership, as he put it, caused 

me to get to know John, learn his perspective, and gain unique insight about 

Three things 
happened in my life 
as a result of this 
deal, and all of them 
had major impact. 
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how he wanted me to spend his money. It caused me to become very faithful 

and accountable in what he had entrusted to me. And it caused this old 

godly man and young energetic pastor who had little in common to become 

best friends as we celebrated the fruits of our efforts.

I’m sure you see the spiritual correlation by now. This is a pretty powerful 

picture of our relationship with God and the way we manage His 

resources. Why did I start thinking about John all the time? Because I had 

a responsibility to act in his interests—just as God invites us to represent 

Him in this world. Why did I become faithful? Because it was his money—

just as we become faithful stewards of the resources God entrusts to us. 

Why did John and I become such good friends? Because we got together to 

celebrate—just as God enjoys celebrating with us over the fruit He bears 

through us when we partner with Him to love those in need.

a brIllIant Way to lIve
You’ll notice that there was nothing obligatory about this arrangement 

between John and me. Sure, John had some authority as a senior elder of the 

church, and maybe that influenced me somewhat at first. But I knew I didn’t 

have to accept his deal. I wanted to. And over time, any hint of obligation 

got lost in the joy of the journey. You’ll also notice that neither one of us felt 

self-righteous about it, as though we were trying to impress someone. There 

was no sacrificial martyrdom or painful “oughts” or “shoulds” or guilt-trips. 

No, these were great adventures followed by great celebrations.

That’s God’s design for the way we give and express His generosity. Giving 

is meant to be joyful and fulfilling. It isn’t rooted in guilt, self-righteousness, 

or a martyr complex. It’s rooted in joy. And, in fact, it’s genius. It’s the 

smartest way to live.

Let me explain what I mean by the “genius of generosity.” I’ve chosen 

those words for a reason. “Genius” comes from a Latin word meaning “to 

produce” and represents quality and natural ability. We use it for anyone 

with a really high IQ. In other words, it describes someone with brilliant 

intellect and skills. In Hebrew, the word “generosity” literally means to 

saturate with water, a symbol of life—to overflow in a way that brings life 

to people. In Greek, it means “ready to distribute”—available to give time, 

talent, and treasure to bless others. When you put all of these connotations 

together, you start to get a dramatic picture. My point in pairing these 

words is to emphasize that generosity—a life overflowing with care and 

concern for others—is a brilliant way to live. It isn’t supposed to be a high, 

noble, sacrificial calling for a few super-spiritual people. Spending and 

saving carefully are wise, but giving generously is genius. Both practically 

and spiritually, it’s one of the smartest, most intellectually sound and 

emotionally satisfying decisions you will ever make for your life now  

and forever. 

                                                                                                               

Bright Idea
To be smart, spend carefully. To be wise, save regularly.  
To be genius, give extravagantly.

                                                                                                               

generosIty Works
Maybe you’re used to thinking of generosity as a “have-to”—a necessary but 

unappealing aspect of the Christian life. If so, let’s take a look at four simple 

reasons why it’s really the most intelligent way to live. 

1. generosity is genius because it changes our lives.  
That’s about as pragmatic as I can get. Generosity works. People who give 

generously feel great about it and find themselves blessed in ways they never 

expected. Great things happen in them, and great things happen to those 

around them. It’s the ultimate win-win situation.
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We know this is true first and foremost because it’s Biblical. Jesus said it is 

more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). And Proverbs 11:25 tells 

us, “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be 

refreshed.” The word for “prosper” literally implies that generous people 

will be “fat”—not that they will need a good diet plan, but that they will 

overflow with abundance. Proverbs, a book full of God-given wisdom for 

life, advises us that if we want the quality of life that will be fulfilling to us 

and pleasing to God, we will be generous.

There’s plenty of evidence to prove this truth even if it wasn’t in the Bible. 

Simple observation shows us clearly that people who behave in a miserly, 

greedy, selfish way are miserable. There’s a reason Ebenezer Scrooge is no 

one’s role model; he had plenty of money but no fulfilling relationships 

and no joy. There’s a reason so many lottery winners talk about how their 

winning ticket ruined their life; it changed their perspective and their 

relationships. And there’s a reason so many families are divided when they 

have to sort out a rich relative’s will; the greed and selfishness cultivate 

anger, bitterness, and depression. A stingy heart ends up empty. 

2. generosity connects us with others.		
When people are generous and gracious, they exude love and happiness. 

There’s something very attractive about those who have a sense of kindness, 

who do nice things for others, who pick up a bill or go out of their way to do 

a favor. Generous people create positive feelings in their relationships. They 

cause others to want to be around them.

We get a lift when we give, don’t we? Whenever we go out of our way to help 

or encourage someone, we feel encouraged and positive. Something happens 

inside. It’s good for us and good for others.

I vividly remember experiencing this a number of years ago at a coffee shop 

where I would go regularly to study. I got to know many of the people who 

would come in early in the morning, but there was one guy who never 

communicated. He was a homeless man who looked like he had done some 

hard drugs and had some deep scars. No smile, no wave, no eye contact.  

He would get a cup of coffee and just sit there in a stupor.

I started to wonder what this guy’s story was and felt a prompting to find 

out—or at least to help him out a little. “Excuse me,” I said. “Could I buy 

you another cup of coffee?” He shook his head. “No, seriously—what are 

you drinking?” I asked. 

He told me, so I got him a cup and returned to my table to study. After 

about an hour, I got up to go to the bathroom, and when I came back, he 

looked up at me. “Did you see the sunrise this morning?” he asked.

“No,” I said.

“Come here. Look out this window.”

I went over and looked at the pink sky.

“Do you see those two lights there?” 

he asked. “See the real bright one? 

That’s Venus. The one next to it is 

Mars. They’re only gonna show like 

this for four days.”

“You’re kidding,” I said. He explained all kinds of things I hadn’t known 

anything about.

I went back the next morning, and Mike—I learned his name—gave me a 

big smile. “Look at this,” he said. The sun wasn’t quite up yet, and Venus 

and Mars were glowing brightly. I called the other guys over and showed 

them what Mike had shown me. We all stood there and looked at this 

awesome scene.

After that, Mike and I would talk with each other about our lives. He was a 

construction worker—a bright, talented guy who had been through some 

really hard times. I got to hear his stories and experience a new friendship 

all because I was willing to spend a buck and a half for coffee and take some 

time to show that I cared about him. Even that little bit of generosity opened 

up a fascinating door. 

When people are 
generous and 
gracious, they exude 
love and happiness.
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3. generosity helps us invest in what matters.		
Generosity is also genius because it’s a guaranteed, high-yield investment. 

This is more than just a pragmatic issue. Spiritually, generosity protects 

us from short-sighted, bad investments of our time, our talent, and our 

treasure and creates long-term wealth. 

In a sense, everything you do is an investment. You are always pouring your 

time, talent, and treasure into something. And whatever you’re pouring 

into, that’s where your heart is. You devote yourself to certain people, 

projects, and possessions. It’s unavoidable. You can do that intentionally, 

or you can do it randomly. Either way, you’re constantly making an 

investment. And every investment has its returns, either for good or for bad.

Scripture describes this as “sowing and reaping”; whatever we sow now, 

that’s what we’ll reap later. And Jesus spoke about this principle in His 

sermon on the mount. If you want to be protected from bad investments 

and avoid their devastating consequences down the road, generosity will  

do that for you. Here’s what Jesus said:

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole 

body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be 

full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 

darkness! No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  

You cannot serve both God and Money” (Matthew 6:19-24).

This begins with a negative command: literally, “stop storing up for 

yourselves treasure on earth.” Does that mean it’s wrong to save or invest, to 

plan for the future, or to enjoy something nice? No, it can’t mean that; there 

are other verses in the Bible that tell us to save, invest, plan, and enjoy. The 

key to understanding this command is the phrase “for yourselves,” and it 

points to greed, self-interest, pleasure-seeking, hoarding, and living only for 

the here and now. Jesus warns us not to live that way. 

Why does Jesus give such a negative prohibition? It isn’t because He’s 

down on us but because He has our best in mind. In the first century, 

people accumulated wealth by storing up fine clothing, essential grains, and 

precious metals. And Jesus pointed out that every investment could be lost. 

Linens could be damaged by moths, crops could be destroyed, metals could 

rust, and thieves could steal any of the above. And while we don’t necessarily 

accumulate wealth that way anymore—and we normally don’t try to store 

it in our homes—savings and investments can be lost just as easily today. 

Bank assets and stock markets rise and fall. Nothing is perfectly secure; it’s 

all vulnerable. 

Jesus wants to protect us from such vulnerability. Whenever we put our 

focus entirely on gaining wealth and property and establishing our own 

needs and security, we aren’t being very wise. It isn’t smart to stake so much 

on uncertain things.

But Jesus followed up the negative command with a positive instruction: 

start storing up for yourselves treasure in heaven. Did you notice why? 

Because treasures can’t be destroyed there. And did you notice who we’re 

doing it for? Ourselves. You see, this isn’t about self-sacrificial martyrdom. 

The motivation in this passage is our own best interests. We are told to store 

up treasures in heaven because if we really saw the big picture, that’s what 

we would choose to do for ourselves. In the long run, that will benefit us 

more than any other choice.

Think about it. If eternity is an infinite timeline, all of human history could 

be represented by an inch. And within that inch, our own lives could be 

represented by a tiny dot. Jesus is telling us that in light of what He knows 

about eternity, we can allocate our treasures in a way that benefits us not 
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only in the here and now (the tiny dot) but forever. In other words, we can 

leverage this minuscule slice of time we inhabit and the material things 

we have and turn them into eternal 

investments with lasting impact. 

That’s an unbeatable return on 

investment!

So how do we store up treasure in 

heaven? There are a lot of ways to  

do that, but I’ll give you three that  

are clearly spelled out in Scripture.  

One is by giving to the work of the  

Gospel—helping God’s Word go out,  

bring people to Christ, and change  

their lives. Their lives are eternal.  

We will see them in heaven, and they will know we helped make it possible 

for them to be there. Second, Jesus promised that every act of kindness, even 

as small as giving someone a cup of cold water in His name, will receive 

a reward in heaven. And third, when we give to the poor, we are literally 

lending to the Lord. He will repay us not only now but in eternity. 

4. generosity frees our hearts.		
As we’ve just seen, Jesus told us what to do and what not to do with our 

money. He wanted to protect us from bad investments and set us up for 

everlasting ones. And this is about something far more important than our 

finances; it’s a heart issue. The command is followed by a spiritual reason: 

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Money is the mirror of our heart before God. If you want an accurate 

measure of your relationship with God, take a look at your checkbook and 

your credit card statements. Notice where your money is going. That will 

tell you what you’re devoted to. And not only does the direction of your 

resources reflect where your heart is, it helps determine where your heart 

goes. Your heart will always follow your investments.

                                                                                                               

Bright Idea
Where your money goes, your heart flows.

                                                                                                               

Jesus went on to talk about your eyes as the lamp of the body. His point 

was that where you go and what you do—your decisions, opinions, and 

actions—are directed by what you see and how you see it. If your eye is 

good—literally, if it’s “single”—you’ll be full of light. You’ll have undivided 

loyalty. The idea is that if you are single-mindedly focused on God and 

His kingdom, you will become liberal and generous with your resources. 

But if your eye is bad, your focus becomes selfish and greedy. In a Jewish 

expression of Jesus’ time, an “evil eye” referred to someone who was miserly 

and selfish. That kind of life is full of darkness.

There are two kinds of treasures in life: those that are temporal and those 

that last forever. And we have to decide which kind we are going to live 

for—whether we are going to live for now or for eternity. If our eyes are 

on the things of God, He’s our master. If our eyes are on the things of the 

world, then it’s our master. And Jesus assures us that no one can serve two 

masters. No slave can follow the commands of different owners. We will 

have to choose one master and reject the other. If you want to find out who 

your master is, it’s pretty simple: follow the money trail. It will show you 

where your heart is. 

When we understand what life is really about—relationships, joy, and 

eternal impact—we reassess our investments and place them in what truly  

is a treasure. We evaluate all of our temporal possessions and arrange them 

in a way that maximizes the benefit to ourselves and others. We invest in 

what will bring us the greatest return on our investment—not because we’re 

more righteous, more noble, or more spiritual than others, but because 

we’re smarter. 

We are told to store 
up treasures in 
heaven because if 
we really saw the big 
picture, that’s what 
we would choose to 
do for ourselves.
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Others bow down to the shrine of security. If they hoard enough, they think 

they will be safe. Some flaunt their wealth for everyone to see. Who can have 

the biggest, most extravagant wedding, car, house, vacation, and toys? Who 

can live in the most impressive zip code? It’s a never-ending competition. 

Others worship by always having to pick up the bill; it may seem generous 

at first, but it’s often a means to make everyone indebted and control 

relationships. Mammon makes enormous promises that it never fulfills. It 

ends up only being a harsh taskmaster, destroying relationships and keeping 

its servants chasing after the wind.

Finally, it’s so difficult to be generous because of what I call “temporal 

myopia”—nearsightedness. A man in a crowd once asked Jesus to settle an 

inheritance dispute between him and his brother. In response, Jesus warned 

the crowd to be on guard against all kinds of greed. “A man’s life does not 

consist of the abundance of his possessions,” He said (Luke 12:15). He then 

told a parable about a rich man who wanted to build bigger and bigger barns 

to store all his grain and goods. Then, the man told himself, he would take 

it easy—just eat, drink, and be merry. God called the man a fool. “This very 

night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 

prepared for yourself?” Jesus said, “This is how it will be with anyone who 

stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:16-21). 

That’s temporal myopia. It’s an illusion to think that we can arrive at a 

place where we don’t have to work anymore but can only feed ourselves 

with pleasure. But millions chase after it, and it prevents them from living 

generously. What Mammon promises—security, significance, purpose, and 

happiness—only God can provide.

the gateWay to IntImacy
The greatest treasure we could ever have is intimacy with God, and every 

obstacle to a generous lifestyle wars against it. In fact, generosity is a gateway 

into intimacy with Him. My relationship with John Saville was a picture of 

how jointly managing resources creates a bond between people. As I made 

It Isn’t easy beIng genIus
If living generously is so smart, why isn’t everyone doing it? Because it’s 

difficult. You would think everyone would see the wisdom in making 

investments that have eternal returns and such positive, practical payoff, 

but it isn’t that simple. One of the reasons for that is the deceptive power of 

riches. Jesus told a parable about a sower who scattered his seeds into four 

different types of soil. Some of those seeds grew up among thorns and were 

unfruitful. The seed represented the Word of God, and the soil represented 

the spiritual condition of those who heard it. Jesus explained what the 

thorns symbolized: “the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and 

the desires for other things.” When the truth of God’s Word is planted in 

someone’s heart, wealth and worldly worries can bend it and choke it and 

render it ineffective. Wealth is not neutral. It is powerful and deceptive. It 

can seduce even the most sincere Christ-follower and convince you that 

giving yourself, your time, and your money in love and generosity is too  

big of a risk.

Another reason many people don’t see the benefits of a generous life is 

the lure of Mammon worship. That’s what Jesus called it when He said 

no one could worship God and money. The word He used for money is 

“Mammon”—the false god of wealth. Money can take absolute control of 

our lives. It promises success, power, fame, status, security, control, and 

whatever else we want to buy. It says, “You can have it all, and you can have 

it now.” 

And it demands sacrifices too. Some people bow down to the shrine of 

success. I once had a conversation with a Silicon Valley executive who told 

me that when Forbes came out with its list of the 50 wealthiest people, 

number 51 wrote an eight-page letter explaining why he should have been 

on the list. For this person (and many of us), wealth is seen as the ticket to 

significance, power, and prestige. Unfortunately, it cultivates an ego-driven 

need to compare oneself with others. The game never ends and “enough”  

is never enough, no matter how much one accumulates. That’s a high price 

to pay.
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decisions about John’s money, I had to learn more about his desires. I had 

to get in touch with his heartbeat. I began to think like him and see through 

his eyes. And he had to show confidence in me, which increased as I became 

a good steward of what he had given. His trust in me became stronger 

over time. As we shared this endeavor—and as we shared the joy of its 

fruitfulness—we developed a close friendship and a deep bond.  

                                                                                                               

Bright Idea
Generosity is a gateway into intimacy with God.

                                                                                                               

That’s how it is with God. Our stewardship of His resources isn’t just an 

assignment. It’s relational. As we seek His will and make decisions about 

His gifts, we grow closer to Him. We begin to see through His eyes and 

develop His heartbeat. He entrusts us with more and more, and together we 

celebrate the fruitfulness that comes out of this relationship. Our generosity 

is a gateway into intimacy with Him.

Do you see the irony? We get our greatest treasure by giving and sharing 

rather than hoarding and accumulating. When we let go of the temporal 

and quit focusing on ourselves, and when we embrace instead the eternal 

treasures He offers us by investing in Kingdom-oriented relationships and 

purposes, we get rich. By releasing more of what we have, we receive more 

than we could ever imagine. It’s a counter-intuitive but brilliant way to live.

It really is genius.

What to eXpect 
The rest of this book will explore how we can become the brilliant people 

we were meant to be—those who understand and benefit from the genius 

of generosity. We’ll explore God’s design for giving and how He intends 

to bless those who become living expressions of His generous heart. We’ll 

see that the first steps on the road to genius include giving the first and 

best of our resources in a regular systematic way; that giving generously 

and in increasing proportion requires great faith; and that the heart of true 

generosity is a heart of sacrifice and worship. In this journey, we’ll explore 

how God’s wisdom goes so much deeper than human reasoning—and how 

an investment in His ways leads to greater fulfillment and joy than most 

people ever experience.
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speaking engagements. They gave away their pension to start 
a campus center at a Russian university. Even a $1 million grant 
that came with the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion in 
1996 was quickly put to use for kingdom purposes. They insisted 
that they had already given everything away in 1951.

The Brights knew when they started their ministry that God 
would lead them and provide everything they needed. They 
found the well-known statement true: “You can’t out-give God.”

That perspective shaped a global ministry that has impacted 
college campuses and nations for decades. The Brights built 
their lives on the belief that if you use whatever you have for 
God’s glory, He takes care of everything else. And using it for 
God’s glory means fulfilling the Great Commission. The Brights 
emphasized that when we get to heaven, the issue won’t be how 
much money we made; it will be whether we were faithful to 
what He called us to do.

“Your view of God determines everything—your lifestyle, friends, 
literature, the music you enjoy,” Bill said. “Everything about you 
is influenced by your view of God. That’s the reason we’ve never 
felt we should take a penny. We’re not our own, we’ve been 
bought with a price, the precious blood of the Lord Jesus.”

the genIus lIfe: bIll and vonette brIght 
A couple’s contract with God 

In 1951, a young couple in Los Angeles decided to sign a 
contract surrendering everything they owned to Jesus. A few 
years earlier, the husband had been a businessman focused 
on trying to build his own empire. But coming to Christ had 
changed his perspective, and he and his wife began to think 
about what they really wanted out of life. So they wrote out a 
contract with God. 

The contract reflected 
a decision to no longer 
work day and night for the 
bottom line—that instead 
of building their business to 
lay up treasures on earth, 
they would trust God and 
lay up treasures in heaven. 
One day later, God gave 
them a vision for the world 
that would change millions 
of lives. And Campus 
Crusade for Christ was 
born.

Bill and Vonette Bright 
didn’t just offer their 
income to God; they 
offered every area of their lives—“total, absolute, irrevocable 
surrender,” Bill said shortly before his death in 2003. Millions 
of dollars would pass through their hands, but they gave all 
of it away except for their modest annual salary. They made a 
decision not to accept royalties for books or honorariums for 

Watch thIs story onlIne at
generouschurch.com/genIus

“Everything about you 
is influenced by your 
view of God,” Bill said. 
“That’s the reason  
we’ve never felt we 
should take a penny. 
We’re not our own, 
we’ve been bought  
with a price, the 
precious blood of  
the Lord Jesus.”
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 Chapter 1 
 dIscussIon & reflectIon

The following is a summary of the ideas and questions from 
Chapter 1. Use them for personal reflection or small group 
discussion, and consider journaling to record your thoughts  
and impressions.

 
BRIGHT IDEAS

Which of these “Bright Ideas” has the most meaning for you? Why?

•	 To be smart, spend carefully. To be wise, save regularly.  
 To be genius, give extravagantly. 

•	 Where your money goes, your heart flows.

•	 Generosity is a gateway into intimacy with God. 
 

IMPACT FROM THE BIll AnD vOnETTE  
BRIGHT STORY

What aspects of the Brights’ lives were involved in their contract 
with God? In what ways did the Brights honor that contract?  
In what ways did God? 

Does the Brights’ story inspire you to make any commitments 
toward God? If so, what? 
 
 
 

REFlECTIOn QUESTIOnS 

When you were growing up, how would you describe your 
family’s view toward money? What was your family’s attitude 
toward generosity? 

Who is the most generous person you know? Who has blessed 
you by their generosity?

How would you describe where you are today on the journey 
toward generosity? How big of a priority is it for you and what 
are some barriers to being more generous?

Chip said “Generosity works.” Brainstorm a list of ways that 
generosity makes for a richer, better life. How has this principle 
of “generosity works” played itself out in your life?

If we were to look at your life in the past, where have you been 
tempted to follow the world’s thinking about money? Are you 
tempted to believe and behave as though money will bring 
security, significance, purpose, or happiness?

1
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